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To drive or not to drive? That is the question society should be asking when it comes to allowing students the right to get behind the wheel of a car. Driving is a privilege, not a right, and the responsibility that goes along with driving is immense. High school students should be required to maintain a “C” average in school in order to attain a driver’s license for many reasons. First, good grades in school are an excellent indicator of how responsible a student is, in general. Next, placing strict requirements on getting a driver’s license will show students how important being a competent driver is to them, as well as the drivers that they share the road with. Lastly, tying the attainment of a driver’s license to grades is an excellent way to get students more focused on academics.

Nothing in life is ever certain. There are, however, things in life that are almost certain. Grades, for instance, are an excellent indicator of a student’s ability to be responsible. Critics contest that there is no correlation between good grades and being responsible. While it is true that there is no full proof way to distinguish responsible students from irresponsible students, there are few barometers as reliable at gauging a student’s level of responsibility than grades. By requiring students to maintain a “C” average in school, society will then be able to keep irresponsible students off the road.

Most teenagers do not realize just how important being a safe driver is. High school students usually equate getting their license with more freedom, and never think of all of the potential dangers that come with a set of keys. Not only is the life of the individual driver at stake, but so are the millions of other drivers that share the road with them. By placing strict requirements on getting a driver’s license, the message is further sent that it is a responsibility that should not be taken lightly.


Many may think that getting their driver’s license is the most important thing to them, but its importance pales in comparison to their academic success. It is normal, if there is such a thing, for teenagers to lack foresight. It is because of this that students fail see the significance of a quality education. It is up to educators, and parents alike, to make sure that students understand how important getting good grades truly is, and if prohibiting a high school student from getting their driver’s license helps in the endeavor, so be it.   

Driving is a privilege, not a right. There is no constitutional right to have a driver’s license. Students need to realize that too much is at stake for society to simply issue a driver’s license to anyone who wants one. States should pass laws requiring students to maintain a “C” average. By doing so, they will ensure that irresponsible students are kept off the roads. These laws will also help reinforce the importance of safe driving, as well as the importance of academics. 
